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SIMPLIFIED  PRACTICE  RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Standards  Division  of  the  Office  of  Technical  Services,  and  with  the 
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both,  assists  the  sponsor  group  in  arriving  at  a  tentative  standard  of 
practice  and  thereafter  refers  it  to  the  other  elements  of  the  same 
industry  for  approval  or  for  constructive  criticism  that  will  be  helpful 
in  making  any  necessary  adjustments.  The  regular  procedure  of  the 
Division  assures  continuous  servicing  of  each  effective  Simplified  Prac¬ 
tice  Recommendation  through  review  and  revision,  whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  industry,  changing  conditions  warrant  such  action. 

COMMERCIAL  STANDARDS 

Under  a  similar  procedure  the  Commodity  Standards  Division  cooper¬ 
ates  with  industries  in  the  establishment  of  Commercial  Standards. 
Their  purpose  is  to  establish  standard  quality  criteria,  including 
methods  of  test,  rating,  certification,  and  labeling  of  manufactured 
commodities,  and  to  provide  uniform  bases  for  fair  competition. 
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1.  PURPOSE 

1.1  PURPOSE.  — It  is  the  purpose  of  this 
Recommendation  to  enumerate  the  most 
common  types,  sizes,  and  shapes  of  ce¬ 
ramic  wall  and  floor  tile,  and  to  establish 
nationally  recognized  minimum  basic  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  uniform  grading  of  such 
tile.  It  is  intended  to  serve  as  a  voluntary 
basis  for  common  understanding  of  all 
concerned,  and  to  promote  fair  competi¬ 
tion. 


2.  SCOPE 

2.1  The  Recommendation  covers  the 
shapes,  dimensions,  and  grading  require¬ 
ments  of  standard  stock  glazed  wall  tile, 
unglazed  ceramic  mosaic  tile,  and  quarry 
tile.  It  also  covers  definitions  of  trade 
terminology,  and  a  means  of  grade  mark¬ 
ing  and  certifying  tile  conforming  to  this 
Recommendation . 


3.  STANDARD  SIZES  AND  SHAPES 

3.1  The  standard  sizes  of  flat  wall  tile, 
flat  ceramic  mosaic  tile,  and  flat  quarry 
tile  are  given  in  Tables  1,  2,  and  3.  Fig¬ 
ures  1,  2,  and  3  illustrate  the  standard 
trim  shapes  for  these  three  categories 
of  tile,  and  give  their  trade  designations. 

3.2  GENERAL.— The  sizes  listed  in  this 
Recommendation  are  nominal  sizes.  Tiles, 
when  fired,  may  vary  from  these  nominal 
sizes,  and  some  types  may  vary  more 

S-than  others.  However,  all  tiles  are  grouped 
into  several  size  categories,  and  each 
size  group  permits  a  nominal  variation. 
Catalogs  displaying  ceramic  tiles  of  the 
kinds  included  in  this  Recommendation 
should  conform  to  the  standard  items  listed 
herein. 
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;  Table  1.— Sizes  of  Glazed  Flat  Wall  Tile 1 


4  1/4"  x  4  1/4"  x  5/16" 

6"  x  6"  x  5/16" 

'For  the  sizes  of  glazed  wall  tile  trim  shapes,  see  figure  1. 


Table  2.— Sizes  of  Unglazed  Flat  Ceramic  Mosaic  Tile1 


1  inch  series 

Traditional  size2 

Nominal  size 

Modular  size2 

Inches 

Inches 

Inches 

1  1/16  x  1  1/16 

1  x  1 

15/16  x  15/16 

2  3/16  x  1  1/16 

2  x  1 

1  15/16  x  15/16 

2  3/16  x  2  3/16 

2x2 

1  15/16  x  1  15/16 

3/4  inch  series 

Inches 

3/4  x  3/4 

1  9/16  x  3/4 

1  9/16  x  1  9/16 

1  inch  Hexagon 

Thickness  of  ceramic  mosaic  tile 

—  1/4  inch 

'For  the  sizes  of  unglazed  ceramic  mosaic  tile  trim  shapes,  see 
figure  2. 

2Size  1  1/16"  x  1  1/16",  2  3/16"  x  1  1/16"  and  2  3/16"  x  2  3/16" 
traditionally  have  been  identified  in  a  broad  sense  as  1"  x  1",  2"  x  1", 
and  2"  x  2"  units.  This  same  convenient  short  identification  is  also 
applied  to  the  Modular  series  which  measures  15/16"  x  15/16", 

1  15/16”  x  15/16"  and  1  15/16"  x  1  15/16". 


Table  2A.— Sizes  of  Unglazed  Flat  Ceramic  Mosaic  Tile  With 
Abrasive  Content 1 


1  inch  series 

(Abrasive  content  7  1/2  percent  by  weight) 

Traditional  size 

Nominal  size 

Modular  size 

Inches 

1  1/16  x  1  1/16 

Inches 

1  x  1 

Inches 

15/16  x  15/16 

Thickness  of  ceramic  mosaic  tile  — 1/4  inch 

'See  note  2,  table  2,  for  explanation  of  traditional,  nominal,  and 
modular  sizes. 


Table  3. Sizes  of  Unglazed  Flat  Quarry  Tile 1 


1/2  inch  thick 

3/4  inch  thick 

Inches 

Inches 

2  3/4  x  2  3/4 

8x2  1/42 

6x2  3/4 

8x4 

4x4 

6  x  62 

8x4 

9x6 

6x6 

9x9 

'For  the  sizes  of  unglazed  quarry  tile  trim  shapes,  see  figure  3. 
2 Available  only  in  red. 
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WALL  TILE -TRIM  SHAPES 


A  3410 

A  3610 

A  7440 

A  7610 

BASE 

BASE 

CURB 

CURB 

6"  x  4" 

6"  x  6" 

AY*"  *  414" 

6"  x  6" 

A  4225 

SINK  TRIM 
6"  x  2" 


Figure  1.  Glazed  wall  tile  trim  shapes  and  nominal  dimensions.  (Trim  shapes  in  general  are  the  same  thickness  as  flat  tile,  and  include  a  full 
complement  of  angles.  The  “A"  numbers  are  trade  designations  for  conventional  type  trim  units;  the  “S’  numbers  designate  “Surface  type' 
(flatback)  trim  units.  The  first  dimension  indicates  the  length  of  the  unit.) 
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CERAMIC  MOSAIC  TILE  -  TRIM  SHAPES 


CERAMIC  MOSAIC  TRIM  Conventional  Type 


C  900 

BULLNOSE 
%"  x  %" 


C  910 

BULLNOSE 

1  x 


C  920 

BULLNOSE 
l’/u"  x  %" 


C  930 

BULLNOSE 
2y»*"  x  y," 


C  901 

COVE 
y."  x  y/' 


C  911  C  921  C  931 

COVE  COVE  COVE 


1  X 


r/u"  x  y< 


2y>*"  x  %" 


C  902 

C  912 

C  922 

C  932 

BULLNOSE 

BULLNOSE 

BULLNOSE 

BULLNOSE 

Va"  x  1  !*" 

i  yw#  x  i  %" 

1  »/,*"  x  1  %" 

2Vm"  x  1  V 

C  903 

C  913 

C  923 

C  933 

COVE 

COVE 

COVE 

COVE 

y«"  x  i  %n 

1  '/u"  x  1  %" 

1  K«"  x  l  K" 

2yw'  x  i  % 

MODULAR  Conventional  Type 


C  812 

BEAD 

■yu"  X  MW 


C  832 

BEAD 

py,*"  x  mw 


C  813 

COVE 

mv' x  ’y.i" 


C  833 

COVE 


CERAMIC  MOSAIC  TRIM  Surface  Type 


»/!*•« 


S  950  S  962  S  974  S  986 

x  %"  1 x  1 1  x  1  2K."  x  2W." 


MODULAR  Surface  Type 


S  862 

*  y i  * "  x 1  y  * " 


S  866 

y.*"  x  ry,*" 


S  886 

\'¥u”  x  pyw 


Figure  2.  Unglazed  ceramic  mosaic  tile  trim  shapes  and  nominal  dimensions.  (Trim  shapes  ingeneral  are  the  same  thickness  as  flat  tile,  and  in¬ 
clude  a  full  complement  of  angles.  The  “C"  numbers  are  trade  designations  for  conventional  type  trim  units;  the  “S’  numbers  designate  “Surface 
type’  (flat-back)  trim  units.  The  first  dimension  indicates  the  length  of  the  unit.) 
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QUARRY  TILE -TRIM  SHAPES 


BULLNOSE 


Q  1445 

4"  x  4"  x  Vi" 

Q  1465 

6"  x  4"  x  Vi" 

DOUBLE  BULLNOSE 


Q  7465 

6"  x  4"  x  Vi" 


Q  3561 

6"  x  5"  x  Y*" 


Q  1665 

6"  x  6"  x  Vi' 


Q  7665 

6"  x  6"  x  Vi" 


Q  1480  Q  1660 

8"  x  4"  x  Vi"  6"  x  6"  x  Vi" 

Q  1690 

9"  x  6"  x  Y*" 

COVE  BASE.  STRAIGHT  TOP 


Q  3266 

6"  x  2"  x  Vi" 


Q  3566 

6"  x  5"  x  Vi 


Q  1990 

9"  x  9"  x  %" 


Q  3261 

6"  x  2"  x  Vi" 


COVE  BASE,  ROUND 


Q  3565 

6"x  5"  x  Vi' 


TOP 


Q  3560 

6"  X  5"  X  r, 


WINDOW  SILL  OR  STEP  NOSING 


Q  6666 

6"  x  6"  x  % 


Figure  3.  Quarry  tile  (unglazed)  trim  shapes  and  nominal  dimensions.  (The  “Q”  numbers  are  the  trade  designations  for  the  trim  units.) 


6 


4.  STANDARD  GRADE  SPECIFICATIONS 

4.1  The  grade  descriptions  covered  in 
pars.  4.2,  4.3,  and  4.4  below,  and  which 
also  appear  on  the  back  of  the  Master 
Grade  Certificate  (see  fig.  6)  are  the  rec¬ 
ommended  minimum  standards  for  grading. 

4.1.1  Warpage  and  manufacturing  blem¬ 
ishes  on  the  face  of  tiles  are  considered 
in  grading.  As  all  grades  of  tiles  are 
made  from  similar  raw  materials  and  by 
similar  processes,  uniformity  of  practice 
on  the  part  of  producers  in  the  sorting 
and  grading  of  tiles  is  important.  Grade 
names  have  significance  only  when  they  are 
defined  in  terms  which  are  carefully  and 
accurately  explained. 

4.2  GRADES  OF  GLAZED  WALL 
TILES 

Standard  grade.—  The  tiles  of  this  grade 
are  as  perfect  as  it  is  commercially 
practicable  to  manufacture.  They  are 
harmonious  in  color,  although  they  may 
vary  in  shade.  They  are  free  from 
warpage  exceeding  0.4  percent  con¬ 
vex  and  0.3  percent  concave  when 
measured  along  the  edges.  Measured 
on  the  diagonal,  warpage  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  0.3  percent  convex  and  0.2  per¬ 
cent  concave.  They  are  free  from 
wedging  and  crooked  edges  exceeding 
0.5%.  They  are  free  from  biscuit 
cracks,  ragged  and  shivered  edges,  but 
glazed -over  biscuit  chips  of  one -thirty  - 
second  of  an  inch  or  less  are  permit¬ 
ted.  They  are  free  from  spots,  specks, 
blots,  pulls,  dry  spots,  scum,  sand  or 
stickers  visible  at  a  distance  of  more 
than  3  feet.  Welts  are  not  permitted 
in  this  grade.  Body  is  non -vitreous 
with  water  absorption  not  in  excess  of 
18  percent  by  weight. 

Seconds.  —  The  tiles  of  this  grade  may 
have  minor  blemishes  and  defects  which 
are  not  permissible  in  Standard  Grade, 
but  are  free  from  blots  and  biscuit 
cracks. 

Grade  tolerance.— A  tolerance  of  5 
percent  of  Seconds  is  permissible  in 
Standard  Grade. 

4.3  GRADES  OF  UNGLAZED  CERAMIC 
MOSAIC  TILES 

Standard  grade.— The  tiles  of  this  grade 
are  as  perfect  as  it  is  commerically 


practicable  to  manufacture.  The  colors 
and  shades  are  reasonably  uniform. 
The  face  of  the  tiles  is  a  smooth,  even 
surface  (excepting  certain  types  of 
texture  tile)  uniform  in  texture,  with¬ 
out  chips  noticeable  at  more  than  3 
feet,  and  is  free  from  sand  holes  or 
blisters.  Slight  warpage,  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  1.5  percent  on  the  edges  and  1.0 
percent  on  the  diagonal,  is  permissable. 
Blemishes  on  the  backs  of  the  tiles 
are  permitted  if  they  do  not  affect  the 
appearance  or  permanence  of  the  in¬ 
stalled  surface.  The  joints  between 
all  tiles  when  mounted  on  the  per¬ 
manent  backing  material  are  reason¬ 
ably  uniform.  All  unglazed  ceramic 
mosaics  fall  into  one  of  three  classes: 
(1)  Impervious,  (2)  Vitreous,  (3)  Semi- 
vitreous.  (See  section  6  for  definitions.) 
Seconds.— The  tiles  of  this  grade  may 
have  minor  blemishes  and  defects  which 
are  not  permissible  in  Standard  Grade, 
but  are  free  from  blisters  and  struc¬ 
tural  defects. 

Grade  tolerance.  —  A  tolerance  of  5 
percent  of  Seconds  is  permissible  in 
Standard  Grade. 

4.4  GRADES  OF  UNGLAZED  QUARRY 
TILES 

Standard  grade.—  The  tiles  of  this  grade 
are  as  perfect  as  it  is  commercially 
practicable  to  manufacture.  The  colors 
and  shades  are  reasonably  harmonious. 
The  face  of  the  tiles  is  a  smooth  even 
surface,  uniform  in  texture,  without 
chips  noticeable  at  more  than  3  feet, 
and  is  free  from  sand  holes  or  blisters. 
Reasonable  variations  in  size,  thick¬ 
ness,  and  warpage  are  permissible. 
Seconds.— The  tiles  of  this  grade  may 
have  minor  blemishes  and  defects  which 
are  not  permissible  in  Standard  Grade, 
but  are  free  from  blisters  and  struc¬ 
tural  defects. 

Grade  tolerance.— A  tolerance  of  5 
percent  of  Seconds  in  the  Standard 
Grade  is  permissible. 

5.  GRADE  MARKING  AND  CERTIFICATION 

5.1  GRADE  MARKING  PRACTICES. - 
GENERAL.— Grade  marking  is  considered 
fundamental  to  an  understanding  of  tile 
grades,  to  the  proper  and  satisfactory  use 
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of  tiles,  to  gaining  the  consumer’s  good  will, 
and  to  the  fullest  development  of  the  ceramic 
tile  industry.  Various  grade  names  used  by 
architects,  manufacturers,  and  contractors 
without  definition,  and  new  designations  ap¬ 
plied  from  time  to  time  to  established  grades 
or  to  mixed  grades  of  tile  are  indefinite  or 
confusing,  and  tend  to  encourage  misrepre¬ 
sentation  and  substitution.  Plain  grade 
marking  that  is  practical  in  application,  and 
which  even  the  layman  purchaser  can  under¬ 
stand,  avoids  the  possibility  of  tampering, 
discourages  the  shipping  of  mixed  grades  in 
the  same  container,  allays  undue  suspicion 
when  the  identity  of  the  grade  is  concealed, 
properly  places  the  responsibility,  and 
serves  as  a  protection  to  the  consumer.  It 
also  serves  as  a  medium  to  build  public 
confidence  in  ceramic  tile  and  encourages 
the  consumer  to  place  his  order  or  contract 
for  tile  work  with  the  assurance  of  receiving 
what  is  specified. 

5.2  The  recommended  practices  for 
grade  marking  each  package  of  tile  in  con¬ 
formity  to  this  Simplified  Practice  Recom¬ 
mendation,  and  for  certifying  each  shipment, 
are  as  follows: 

5.3  GRADE  MARK  SEALS. -All  tiles 
are  shipped  in  sealed  packages  with  grade 
of  contents  indicated  by  grade  seals.  The 
grade  seals,  (see  figures  4  and  5)  consist  of 
strips  of  paper  in  distinctive  colors  on  which 
the  grade  name  is  printed  in  plain  clearly 
legible  type.  The  standard  colors  of  the 
paper  are  blue  for  Standard  Grade  and 
yellow  for  Seconds.  The  size  of  the  grade 

f* - ' -  4’ Min.  - ►) 


MANUFACTURER'S  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS 

GRADE  SEAL 

STANDARD  GRADE 

THIS  TILE  COMPLIES  WITH 
U\S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
SIMPLIFIED  PRACTICE  RECOMMENDATION  R61-61. 


Figure  4.  “Standard"  Grade  Seal  (Blue  Paper) 


seals  should  be  not  less  than  2"  x  4”  with 
the  layout  and  wording  as  shown  in  figures  4 
and  5.  The  location  of  the  grade  seal  on  the 
container  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  manu¬ 
facturer  on  condition  that  it  is  fixed  with 
water-proof  paste  and  actually  seals  the 
container.  Grade  seals  should  be  placed  in 
such  a  position  that  the  container  cannot  be 
opened  without  breaking  the  seals.  Grade 
seals  of  the  applicable  color  of  paper  should 
be  placed  on  all  types  of  containers. 

h — - 4"  Min. - H 


MANUFACTURER'S  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS 

GRADE  SEAL 

SECONDS 

THIS  TILE  COMPLIES  WITH 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
SIMPLIFIED  PRACTICE  RECOMMENDATION  R61-61. 


Figure  5.  “Seconds"  Grade  Seal  (Yellow  Paper) 

5.4  CERTIFICATION  OF  GRADES.- 
Certification  of  each  shipment  of  tiles  should 
be  in  accordance  with  the  Master  Grade 
Certificate  as  shown  in  figure  6.  The 
standard  minimum  grade  descriptions  and 
the  actual  grade  of  tiles  in  the  shipment  are 
given  on  this  form.  A  Master  Grade 
Certificate  is  issued  by  the  manufacturer  to 
the  tile  contractor  only  upon  his  request,  and 
is  used  for  certifying  a  shipment  consisting 
of  one  or  both  grades.  These  certificates 
should  give  adequate  information  to  identify 
the  specific  containers  to  which  they  apply. 
(For  convenience  of  those  desiring  to  issue 
certificates,  printed  copies  of  the  form  can 
be  obtained  by  arrangement  with  Tile  Coun¬ 
cil  of  America,  800  Second  Ave.,  New  York 
17,  New  York.) 

5.4.1  The  establishment  and  use  of  stand¬ 
ard  minimum  grade  descriptions  have  been 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  adoption  of  uniform 
method  of  certification  of  grades.  The  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  this  method  of  certification, 
based  on  definite  grade  descriptions  has 
been  demonstrated. 
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MASTER  GRADE  CERTIFICATE 

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY 

that  the  tiles  contained  in  the  packages  listed  in  the  shipment  described  below 
are  made  in  accordance  with  Simplified  Practice  Recommendation  No.  R61-61 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Commerce,  have  been  carefully  inspected, 
and  are  of  the  grade  or  grades  as  stated  in  the  last  column. 

Date  of  shipment _ Consisting  of _ Packages 

Sold  to _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Job  name _ 


Date  and  No. 
of  order 

Package 

number 

Type  and  grade  of  contents 

This  certificate  is  issued  at  time  of  shipment.  After  tiles  have  left  the 
factory,  a  Master  Certificate  can  be  issued  only  on  condition  that  the  colored 
grade  seals  on  the  packages  have  not  been  tampered  with. 


Issued  by 


(Company  Name) 


(A  ddress) 

By _ 

Date _ 


Figure  6.  Facsimile  of  Master  Grade  Certificate 


(The  standard  grade  descriptions  should  be  printed  on  the  reverse  side) 
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6.  DEFINITION  OF  TERMS  USED  IN  THIS 
RECOMMENDATION 

6.1  FOR  GLAZED  WALL  TILES 
Biscuit  chips.— Glazed- over  chips  on 
the  edge  or  corner  of  the  body. 

Biscuit  cracks.  —  Any  fractures  in  the 
body  of  the  tile  visible  both  on  face  and 
back. 

Blots.  —  Green  marks  or  stains  on  the 
face. 

Crooked  edges.  —  A  curvature  of  the 
sides,  either  convex  or  concave,  meas¬ 
ured  along  the  sides.  The  degree  of 
crook  is  the  departure  from  the  straight 
line  between  two  corners,  expressed  in 
percentage  of  the  tile  length. 

Dry  spots.— Small  areas  on  the  face 
which  have  been  insufficiently  glazed. 
Pulls .  —  Small  depressions  or  scratches 
in  the  body  noticeable  through  the  glaze 
at  a  distance  of  more  than  3  feet. 
Sand.  —  Grains  of  sand  imbedded  in  the 
glaze. 

Scum.—  Lack  of  gloss,  crystalline  or 
frosted  in  effect,  appearing  on  the  face 
of  the  tile. 

Shivered  edge.— A  minute  fracture  of 
the  glaze  running  along  the  edge  which 
appears  as  a  fine,  silvery  thread  when 
struck  by  light  from  an  angle. 

Specks.  —  Any  dark  dots  on  the  face  less 
than  1/64  inch  in  diameter,  and  notice¬ 
able  at  a  distance  of  more  than  3  feet. 
Spots.  —  Any  dark  dots  on  the  face  more 
t;han  1/64  inch  in  diameter. 

Stickers.  —  Small  rough  or  raised  spots 
in  the  glaze. 

W arpage .  —  A  surface  curvature,  either 
convex  or  concave,  measured  on  the 
face  of  the  tiles  along  the  edges  or  on 
the  diagonal.  The  degree  of  warpage 
is  the  variation  from  the  plane  ex¬ 
pressed  in  percentage  of  the  tile  length. 
Wedging.  —  A  difference  in  the  lengths  of 
opposite  sides,  expressed  in  percentage 
of  the  tile  length. 

We  Its.  —  Unusually  heavy  accumulations 
of  glaze  in  the  form  of  a  ridge  along  the 
edge. 

6.2  FOR  UNGLAZED  CERAMIC 
MOSAIC  AND  QUARRY  \TILES 
Blisters.— A  bloated  effect  in  which  an 
appreciable  area  of  the  surface  of  a  tile 


has  been  raised  by  gas  formation  in  the 
interior  of  the  tile. 

Chips.— The  scaling  or  breaking  off  at 
the  edges  of  fragments  from  the  surface 
of  a  tile,  as  might  result  from  rough 
handling. 

Colors.— Colors  shall  be  harmonious, 
though  they  may  vary  in  shade.  In 
white  the  shade  shall  be  as  nearly  uni¬ 
form  as  it  is  possible  to  manufacture. 
Cracks.—  Hair-line  fissures. 
Impervious.—  0  to  0.5  percent  water 
absorption. 

Mixed  shades.— A.  decided  variation  in 
color  values. 

Pimples.  —  Small  surface  bubbles  or 
blowouts  resulting  from  the  expulsion 
of  gas  during  firing. 

Sand  holes.— Tiny  pits  in  the  surface  of 
the  tile. 

Scarred  faces.  —  Surface  blemishes 
caused  by  scraping  or  other  marring 
of  the  tile. 

Semi- vitreous .—3  percent  to  7  percent 
water  absorption. 

Shade.— The  gradation  of  color. 
Vitreous.—  0.5  percent  to  3  percent 
water  absorption. 

Warpage.— A  concave  or  convex  curv¬ 
ature  of  a  tile  so  that  the  surface  is 
not  perfectly  flat. 

HISTORY  OF  PROJECT 

Former  editions  .—The  first  edition,  is¬ 
sued  in  1927,  includes  a  summary  of  the 
development  of  the  recommendation  in  its 
original  form.  The  changes  accomplished 
by  the  previous  revisions  of  the  recom¬ 
mendation  are  summarized  in  the  editions 
designated  R61-30  and  R61-44. 

Current  revision.— The  Tile  Council  of 
America  in  a  letter  dated  June  30,  1960 
requested  that  R61-44  be  revised  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  a  draft  which  they  submitted. 
This  draft  had  already  been  approved  by 
the  Standing  Committee.  The  purpose  of 
this  revision  was  to  update  R61-44  (which 
was  specifically  designed  to  serve  wartime 
and  postwar  needs),  and  bring  it  in  line  with 
current  and  projected  practices  of  the  tile 
industry.  The  lists  of  tiles  and  trim 
shapes  were  brought  into  conformity  with 
current  production  practices,  the  grade 
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specifications  were  reworded  where  it  was 
felt  greater  clarity  could  be  conveyed,  and 
the  format  of  the  recommendation  was 
changed  for  greater  usefulness. 

After  a  careful  review  by  the  Commodity 
Standards  Division  and  the  National  Bureau 
of  Standards  a  Recommended  Revision  of 
the  standard,  designated  SP-4658,  was 
widely  circulated  to  the  trade  on  December 
15,  1960  for  consideration.  Many  endorse¬ 
ments  in  the  form  of  written  acceptance 
from  individual  organizations  were  received 
and  the  manufacturers  who  accepted  were 
estimated  by  the  Tile  Council  of  America 
to  represent  over  85  percent  of  the  domestic 
production.  The  successful  establishment 
of  the  fourth  edition  of  this  Recommendation, 
R61-61,  was  therefore  announced  on  April 
27,  1961  to  be  effective  for  new  production 
on  May  29,  1961. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  proponents  of 
this  edition,  The  Tile  Council  of  America, 
that  the  items  now  listed  herein  for  regular 
stock  will  adequately  meet  all  needs.  The 
elimination  of  unnecessary  stock  sizes  and 
shapes  which  this  revision  accomplishes 
should  help  to  minimize  some  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  manufacturers,  distributors, 
architects,  and  contractors. 

Kenneth  Gale,  Mosaic  Tile  Co.,  Box  632,  Zanesville, 
Ohio  (Chairman) 

E.  M.  Adams,  Murray  Tile  Co.,  Lewisport,  Ky. 
Alfred  Anderson,  Tile  Contractors' Assn,  of  America, 
Inc.,  1420  New  York  Ave.,  N.  W.,  Washington  5,  D.  C. 
H.  E.  Bicknell,  U.  S.  Ceramic  Tile  Co.,  217  Fourth 
St.,  N.  E.,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Herman  H.  Boisclair,  Construction  Specifications 
Inst.,  632  Dupont  Circle  Building,  Washington  6,  D.  C. 
John  M.  Cihy,  Wheeling  Tile  Co.,  P.  O.  Drawer  152, 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

D.  C.  Davis,  Cambridge  Tile  Mfg.  Co.,  Box  71, 
Cincinnati  15,  Ohio. 

E.  Phil  Filsinger,  Gladding,  McBean  &  Co.,  2901 
Los  Feliz  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  39,  Calif. 

Carter  H.  Manny,  Jr.,  American  Institute  of  Archi¬ 
tects,  1741  New  York  Ave.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
D.  C.  O’Steen,  Southern  Tile  Contractors’  Assn., 
2340  Terry  Rd.,  P.  O.  Box  8596,  Battlefield  Sta., 
Jackson,  Miss. 

N.  E.  Phillips,  American-Olean  Tile  Co.,  103-113 
South  Clark  Street,  Olean,  N.  Y. 

R.  E.  Shephard,  Bricklayers,  Masons  and  Plasterers, 
International  Union  of  America,  906  West  Monroe 
Street,  Chicago  7,  Ill. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE 

In  accordance  with  the  established  pro¬ 
cedure  for  keeping  recommendations 
abreast  of  current  conditions  and  best 
industry  practice,  this  program  will  be 
reviewed  from  time  to  time,  and  revised 
whenever  necessary.  For  this  purpose,  a 
standing  committee  composed  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  industry  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed.  All  comments  and  suggestions  con¬ 
cerning  the  recommendation  will  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  standing  committee  for  con¬ 
sideration.  This  committee  also  serves  as 
the  medium  through  which  the  industry  may 
be  consulted,  and  through  which  the  industry 
may  in  turn  make  known  its  views  con¬ 
cerning  the  recommendation.  The  members 
of  this  committee  are: 

Project  Manager:  Wm.  H.  Furcolow,  Commodity 
Standards  Division,  Office  of  Technical  Services, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce. 

Technical  Adviser:  Roman  F.  Geller,  Consultant, 
Mineral  Products  Division,  National  Bureau  of 
Standards,  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce. 
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ACCEPTORS 


The  manufacturers,  distributors,  users,  and  others  listed  below  have  individually  indi¬ 
cated  in  writing  their  acceptance  of  this  Simplified  Practice  Recommendation  prior  to  its 
publication.  The  acceptances  indicate  an  intention  to  utilize  the  Recommendation  as  far  as 
practicable,  but  reserve  the  right  to  depart  from  it  as  may  be  deemed  desirable.  The  list 
is  published  to  show  the  extent  of  recorded  public  support  for  the  Recommendation,  and 
should  not  be  construed  as  indicating  that  the  acceptors  listed  make,  distribute,  or  use 
only  the  items  shown  herein. 


ASSOCIATIONS 

American  Ceramic  Society,  Columbus,  Ohio 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Associated  General  Contractors  of  America,  Inc.,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Bricklayers,  Masons  &  Plasterers  International  Union  of 
America,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Ceramic  Tile  Institute,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Home  Manufacturers  Association,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Southern  Tile  Contractors’  Association,  Atlanta  Ga. 

Southern  Tile  Contractors’  Association,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Tile  Contractors’  Association  of  America,  Inc.,  Washington, 

D.  C. 

Tile  Council  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tile  Manufacturers’  Association,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tile,  Terrazzo  &  Marble  Contractors  Association,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


FIRMS  AND  OTHER  INTERESTS 

AAA  Plumbing  Pottery  Corp.,  Gadsen,  Ala. 

Allen,  David  G.,  Contractor  for  Tile,  Marble  &  Terrazzo, 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Allen  Tiling  Co.,  Inc.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

American  Marble  Tile  &  Terrazzo  Co.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
American  Mosaic  &  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
American-Olean  Tile  Co.,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

Ardit  Mosaic-Tile  &  Marble  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio 
Artcraft  Tile  Co.,  El  Paso,  Tex. 

Art  Mosaic  &  Tile  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Art  Mosaic  &  Tile  Co.,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Inc.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Art  Stone  &  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Atlantic  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Matawan,  N.  J. 

Atlas  Mineral  Products  Co.,  Mertztown,  Pa. 

Bannon,  John  J.,  Co.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Bickford,  Robert  T.,  Architect,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Bloom,  South  &  Gurney,  Inc.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston,  Joseph  L.,  Detroit,  Mich.  (General  Support) 
Brinkoetter  Tiling  Co.,  Decatur,  Ill. 

Bruny  Brothers,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Brust  &  Brust,  Architects,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Caccese  Tile  Mosaic  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

California  Ceramic  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Richmond,  Calif. 
Cal  Quarry,  Maywood,  Calif. 

Camlet,  Thomas  J.  Garfield,  N.  J. 

Campbell  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
Campbell  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

Carlyle  Tile  Co.,  Ironton,  Ohio 

Carolina  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 
Carter,  G.  W.,  Tile  Co.,  Kinston,  N.  C. 

Carter  Tile  &  Speciality  Co.,  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

Century  Tile  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Charleston  Tile  &  Marble  Works,  Inc.,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
City  Engineer’s  Office,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Claiborne  Sales  Co.  of  Texas,  Palestine,  Tex. 

Clinton  Tile  &  Mantel,  Clinton,  Iowa 
Colorado  Brick  Co.,  Longmont,  Colo. 

Columbia  Mosaic  &  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Bladensburg,  Md. 

Conrad  &  Cummings,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

Continental  Ceramic  Corp.  Biglerville,  Pa. 

Crowner  Tile  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Dallas  Southwest  Tile  Co.,  Dallas,  Tex. 

Davis  Tile,  Inc.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

De  Frances  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Denver  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Denver,  Colo. 


Detroit  Edison  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Drake  Tile  &  Mosaic  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Fitzgerald  Tile  Corp.,  Dallas,  Tex. 

Flamingo  Tile  Corp.,  Lake  Wales,  Fla. 

Fortney  Tile  &  Flooring  Co.,  Inc.,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Francescon  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Garner  Bros.  Tile  Co.,  Lawndale,  Calif. 

Gates,  F.  E.,  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

General  Tile  Co.,  El  segundo,  Calif.  (General  Support) 

Gerber  Plumbing  Fixtures  Corp.,  Chicago,  HI. 

Gerstner  &  Statt,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Gladding,  McBean  &  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  calif. 

Good  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Arlington,  Tex. 

Grimmett,  Geo.  S.,  &  Co.,  Springfield,  Ill. 

Hirzel,  Charles  K.,  Architect,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hoffman  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.,  Ontario,  Calif. 

Homa,  H.  I.,  Co.,  Balboa,  Canal  Zone 
Hood  Ceramic  Corporation,  Daisy,  Tenn. 

Interstate  Marble  &Tile  Co.,  Miami,  Fla. 

Inter-State  TUe  &  Mantel  Co.,  Inc.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Jackson  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Jacksonville  Tile  Co.,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Jamaica  Montauk  Tile  Corp.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Jordan  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Corona,  Calif. 

Kansas  City  Mantel  &  Tile  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Lehigh  Tile  &  Marble  Co.,  Inc.,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Lopez  Tile,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

Macon  Terrazzo  Tile  Co.,  Macon,  Ga. 

Maine  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Westbrook,  Maine 
Makielski,  S.  J.,  Architect,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

McEnary  &  Krafft,  Architects  &  Engineers,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
McPherson  Co.,  Engineers- Architects,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

Mion,  Anthony  &  Son,  Inc.,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Missouri  Terrazzo  Co.,  Inc.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mohawk  Tile  &  Marble  Distributors,  Bala-Cynwyd,  Pa. 
Monarch  Tile  Manufacturing,  Inc.,  San  Angelo,  Tex. 

Moore  Tile  Co.,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Morris,  Elias  and  Sons  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Morris  Tile  Distributors,  Inc.,  Mt.  Rainier,  Md. 

Morton  Ceramic  Tile  Co.,  Morton,  Ill. 

Mosaic  Tile  Co.,  Zanesville,  Ohio 
Murray  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Lewisport,  Ky. 

Musto-Keenan  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Naess  &  Murphy,  Architects-Engineers,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(General  Support) 

National  Tile  &  Marble  Corp.,  valley  Stream,  L.  I.,  N.Y. 

New  Mexico  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex. 

Northern  Illinois  Terrazzo  &  Tile  Co.,  Rockford,  Ill. 

Oakland  Public  Schools,  Oakland,  Calif. 

Oklahoma  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Olean  Tile  Co.,  Olean,  N.  Y. 

Oliva  &  Lazzuri,  Inc.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Omega  Tile  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Orange  county  Ceramic  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Huntington 
Beach,  calif. 

O’Steen  Tile  &  Marble  Co.,  Florence,  Ala. 

Pacific  Tile  and  Porcelain  Co.,  Paramount,  Calif. 

Page,  C.  S. ,  Tile  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Parkersburg  Tile  Co.,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 

Pehrson,  G.  A.,  &  Associates,  Architects,  Spokane,  Wash. 
Pomona  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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Redondo  Tile  Co.,  Redondo  Beach,  Calif. 

Rexroat  Art  Tile,  Helena,  Mont. 

Robertson  Manufacturing  Co.,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Robinson  Clay  Product  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio 
Ross  Tile  &  Terrazzo  Corp.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Royal  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

St.  Louis  County  Tile  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sanitary  Tile  Inc.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

San  Joaquin  Tile  &  Marble  Co.,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Schejbal,  Joseph  V.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Schenectady  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Selby  Battersby  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Snyder,  Alfred  J.  Co.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

South  Tile  Co.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Southwest  Ceramic  Distributors,  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex. 
Sparta  Ceramic  Co.,  Canton,  Ohio 

Standard  Art,  Marble  and  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Stark  Mantel  &  Tile  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Steward-Mellou  Co.,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Steward-Mellon  Co.,  Tampa,  Fla. 

Stylon  Corp.,  Milford,  Mass. 

Summitville  Tiles,  Inc.,  Summitville,  Ohio 
Sunderland  Brothers  Co.,  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Syverson  &  Son,  Ray  G.,  3ioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 


Texeramics,  Inc.,  Mineral  Wells,  Tex. 
Tile  Shop,  Boston,  Mass. 


Tile  Supply  Co.,  Inc.,  Falls  church,  va. 

Tiles,  Inc.,  Springfield,  Mo. 

United  states  Ceramic  Tile  Co.,  Canton,  Ohio 
United  States  Testing  Co.,  Inc.  Hoboken,  N.  J. 
United  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  Waco,  Tex. 

Walsh,  Louis  A.,  Architect,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Washington,  State  of,  Olympia,  Wash. 

Wheeling  Tile  Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

Williams  Tile  &  Terrazzo  Co.,  Inc.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Wimberly  &  Thomas  Hdwe.  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Winbum  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Little  Rock,  Ark  . 
Winston,  T.  H.,  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Wyler  Tile  Co.,  Canton,  Ohio 


ADDITIONAL  ACCEPTORS 

Misceramic  Tile,  Cleveland,  Miss. 

National  Tile  Manufacturing  Co.,  Anderson,  Ind. 
Universal  Potteries,  Inc.,  Cambridge,  Ohio 


U.  S.  GOVERNMENT  AGENCIES 

U.  S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  S.  Department  of  Health  Education  &  Welfare,  Washington,  D.  C. 
U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Veterans  Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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(Cut  on  this  line) 


R61-61 

Acceptance  of  Simplified  Practice  Recommendation 

R61-61  CERAMIC  TILE  FOR  FLOORS  AND  WALLS 

If  acceptance  has  not  previously  been  filed,  this  sheet  properly  filled  in,  signed, 
and  returned  will  provide  for  the  recording  of  your  organization  as  an  acceptor 
of  this  Simplified  Practice  Recommendation. 

Date _ 


Commodity  Standards  Division 

Office  of  Technical  Services 

Business  and  Defense  Services  Administration 

U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen: 

We  believe  that  this  Simplified  Practice  Recommendation  constitutes 
a  useful  standard  of  practice,  and  we  individually  plan  to  utilize  it  as 
far  as  practicable  in  the 

production1  distribution1  use1  other  interest1 

of  this  product. 

We  reserve  the  right  to  depart  from  the  standard  as  we  deem  advisable. 

We  understand,  of  course,  that  only  those  articles  which  actually  com¬ 
ply  with  the  standard  in  all  respects  can  be  identified  or  labeled  as  con¬ 
forming  thereto. 

Signature  of  authorized  officer  _ _ _ 

(In  ink) 


(Kindly  typewrite  or  print  the  following  lines) 

Name  and  title  of  above  officer. _ _ 

Organization _ 

(Fill  in  exactly  as  it  should  be  listed) 

Street  address _ 

City,  zone,  and  State _ 


Underscore  the  applicable  words.  Please  see  that  separate  acceptances  are  filed  for  all  subsidiary  com¬ 
panies  and  affiliates  which  should  be  listed  separately  as  acceptors.  In  the  case  of  related  interest,  trade 
associations,  trade  papers,  etc.,  desiring  to  record  their  general  support,  the  words  “General  support" 
should  be  added  after  the  signature. 
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BENEFITS  OF  A  SIMPLIFIED  PRACTICE  RECOMMENDATION 
To  the  Producer  and  Manufacturer 

Less  capital  tied  up  in  slow-moving  stocks. 

More  economical  manufacture  due  to  simplified  inspection  require¬ 
ments,  longer  runs  with  fewer  changes,  less  idle  equipment,  less 
stock  to  handle,  etc. 

More  permanent  employment  as  contrasted  with  seasonal  employment. 
Larger  units  of  production  and  less  special  machinery. 

More  prompt  delivery. 

Less  chance  of  error  in  shipment. 

Less  obsolete  material  and  machinery. 

To  the  Jobber,  Wholesaler,  and  Retailer 

Increased  turnover. 

Elimination  of  slow-moving  stock. 

Staple  line,  easy  to  buy,  quick  to  sell. 

Greater  concentration  of  sales  efforts  on  fewer  items. 

Decreased  capital  invested  in  stocks  and  repair  parts  on  hand. 

Less  storage  space  required. 

Decreased  overhead  and  handling  charges. 

To  the  Consumer 

Better  values  than  otherwise  possible. 

Better  service  in  delivery  and  repairs. 

Better  quality  of  product. 


☆  U.  S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  :  1961  O 
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